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set a man in a chair, serve him a portion of will power, and make
him swallow it.
Excessive gambling, like excessive drinking, is nearly always
rooted in a hidden psychological dilemma. Brad proclaimed his love
for Kyra, but it was curious he had begun to gamble during her
first pregnancy and had been gambling heavily during her second
pregnancy. His failure in the company contest readily explained the
first poker game, but did not explain the years of reckless gambling
that followed. Some emotionally immature men consider a wife's
pregnancy as a rejection of themselves, and some gamblers substi-
tute the thrill of the pari-mutuel machine and the roulette wheel for
sexuality. This was not the case with Brad. His sexual relationship
with Kyra was good. He desired children. Then why would he
gamble away the family money at a time Kyra had most need of
his emotional and financial support? Some gamblers, guided by ob-
scure and difficult-to-explain motivations, subconsciously want to
lose their money, wind up penniless, and thereby punish them*
selves. Although Brad told us there were occasions when he was re-
lieved to lose the last dollar in his pocket so he could leave the
gambling house and go home to bed, we did not think he wanted to
punish himself.
It seemed to us that Brad's gambling represented a subconscious
attack on Kyra. It appeared that he subconsciously wanted to pun-
ish and hurt his wife. The question was: why?
We had further interviews with Kyra and Brad. Slowly, a differ-
ent picture of their marriage emerged. On the surface Kyra was not
bossy. Nevertheless she was a clever, soft-spoken version of the
critical, pushy, domineering mother she very much disliked. In
marrying Brad, Kyra got a husband whose self-confidence was al-
ready badly shaken by his abusive, domineering father. Brad
needed to be built up by his wife. Instead, Kyra did the exact op-
posite. She began by placing him in a sales job he disliked—a type
of work, incidentally, to which he was temperamentally unfitted—
and furthermore she got his father's assistance in doing so. Before
the honeymoon was over, Brad's love (his wife) and his enemy

